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What Will We Cover Today?
1. Evaluation of pre-existing tools and systems
2. Explanation of our infrastructure / setup
3. Evaluation and explanation of the user interface
“A digital collection consists of digital objects that are selected and
organized to facilitate their discovery, access, and use. Objects,
metadata, and the user interface together create the user experience of
a collection.”
NISO, "A Framework of Guidance for Building Good Digital Collections"
http://framework.niso.org
Original Infrastructure Requirements
Store Digital Objects Access Search & Discovery Preservation Integrate
Popular Digital Collections Platforms
CONTENTdm Omeka Islandora Hydra
Did you create a matrix of different
platforms and their pros and cons
relative to our stated requirements?
Yes and No.
What did you do instead?
Began haphazardly looking at overlapping technologies behind these
platforms; shopped them à la carte for the technologies and approaches


























Wait a minute... you've talked about why you
didn't use a pre-existing digital collections
platform (Islandora, Hydra, Omeka, etc.), but
why not make the rest of your quest easier with
some kind of web framework?
...something like Django or Ruby on Rails?
It's complicated...
Web Frameworks, CMS's, Bears, Oh My
  




not a Python shop, yet...
using it for management of objects
Drupal
main point of contention with Islandora
Which leads us to...
What We REALLY Wanted
Extremely lightweight, HTML / CSS / JS front-end
Communications between components would be HTTP / REST / API
based
Ability to create, edit, and destroy objects in bulk, with finesse, with
aplomb
Mixed content types









Do other things we hadn't thought about

What is it?
System to hold our content
How did we do it ourselves?
Hint: We didn't go with Islandora or Hydra
What is it?
System to index our metadata




How we display our content
How did we do it ourselves?
No Drupal
No Ruby on Rails




What brings it all together
How did we do it ourselves?














Regular Backups of Content and Configuration
Build a digital collections platform
people will want to use
Defined Goals
Showcase digital collections in a unified interface





Simplified user interface 
for simplified interactions
Digital Collections @ WSU (DLXS)
Individual Collection View (DLXS)
Objects in Collection (DLXS)
Single Object View (DLXS)
Single Object View (DLXS)
Single Object View (DLXS)
Content First










Designed in the browser.
   
What We Built...
Wayne State University Libraries Digital Collection
Why It Was Possible
(or, the Most Important Slide Yet)
Amazing community around these technologies right now
Our legacy instance of DLXS still up and chugging
Institutional confidence in our team
Team confidence in our team
What's Next?
Usability Testing
Launch Beta Site by Spring
FIN.
Making It Up As We Go Along
How we built our digital collections platform
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